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Abstract

Andal, the eighth-century saint-poet is believed to be an incarnation of Goddess
Bhoomi Devi. Legend has it that a Vaishnava saint periyalvar who had no children prayed to
Vishnu for a child. Lord’s consort Bhudevi reincarnated as a child in the Tulsi shrubs. The
child grew up to be a beautiful maiden — Andal. Srivilliputhoor which is mentioned as
Mallivalanadu in ancient scripts is famous for its “twin Temple” dedicated to Vaishnavite
deities 1) Vadapathra say 2) Andal. Temple worship is an integral part of Vaishnavism.
Legend has it that the Vadapathrasayee temple is of prehistoric origin. It is a Madakkovil
with Lakshmi Narasimmer on the ground floor and we have to climb a few steps to have a
glimpse of Vadapathrasayee. The Lord’s image is in Sudhai form (bike and mortar) and that
is why the sacred bath ritual is not performed daily. Andal Temple which is famous for its
architectural grandeur dates back to the Pandiya regime of the 12th century (1190AD -
1310AD) or even earlier. It is also said that Mavali Vanaathirayar of 14th century AD
constructed the sanctum, Artha mandapam, and Mahamandabam.
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