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Abstract

Sangam Literature depicts the life of the ancient Tamils who lived in harmony with
nature and gives descriptive references to ancient agriculture. The basic occupation of the
Tamil people was farming. The word ‘Velal’ in Sangha literature points to agricultural work.
Thirukkural highlights the idea that helping a person without effort is as useless as the wind
in the hand of a coward. During the Sangam period, ploughing was hailed as a life-saving
occupation. Land is the basis of agriculture. “Tolkappiyam” and Sangha Literature take the
fact that the Tamils cultivated and lived in the land classified into five landscapes according
to the natural structure of the land. The Kurinji hills have forest nature including hilly
terrain, hill plantation etc. The forest called Mullai also stands for forest land and cattle
breeding. Marutham is a place of agricultural field and refers to the nature of agricultural
cultivation. Neithal is the coastal area, which signifies the abundance of fish. Palai is a
parched land where robbing is the occupation. The ancient Tamils knew the chance of rain
before the start of the season by the movement of the clouds. They did agriculture by using
the water bodies according to the time and economically flowing the water. Hence, Sangam
Tamil Literature describes the excellence of ploughing and the excellence of agriculture. So,
this article takes up a study to interpret the evidence of agriculture in Tamil Literature.
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9} li16)]F F(HSHSH LD

FBIS (QVSBNMIBISET QUIDeNSCWITH) B)OUIBS UTIPHES LIPBIGSTVS ST BN 6T
UTLpSHWEBMDUWF  FESN15H], LIPBIGTEY UFTUIGNGLI LD fleNsbES  GHMILILISBDTS
BBBITDT. SLOLP 0SSO YLy Liiswl & GISTIfls) eflsuFmuith. Fwis (3)eVs s IBIS 66D
‘Gouenmeir srevrm GlFmV flsusFmuiLs LeflewwsF FiL(HHWS). wpwmAuiers) 2 sel GlFiuIas),
Courewpullssr ewsuUlsd HTPmy sl GLITED LIWSTDMS 6T0ID H(GSNE  Bhd S D6
THSSIGHTL HBMS). FBI%E HTVEBV 2 _eyd IemflCsy 2 ulli HrEGL  GEmflevrsLs
CurmmLLL L &) afleuFrwgslsr g Livewr  plevw. " G)sreVsriilwepd’ Fn1%s )eVdhswupLd
SLpiser il G UTPBSTISH6T 6TTLINSG BlVSSBI0T BUIDews YeWLOLIL|S%CHEMLI S2B5/
BIVLILITLILSB6MTS 6D LIIBHSSHIBIOTDE. G656 LDDGVBET LO6WSVLILITBISTET [BIVLILITLIL,
WeNVS CHTL L BIG6T 2 6Tl 1 66T (QUICDLIBDNS Gl TRT(HETENTEIT. (LpsVwV 6T6OTLILIBHILD
S (B) 6USIT [BIVLD LOHMYLD HT6VBEDL UG LISHLIULILD SHMSBIDS/. LOIFEHLD 6T6OTLIS UIUFTUI [BleVLD
LPMYILD UFTILI FITELILG UG FTDLODUIS FHISB|DS/. CUBUISED 6T6OTLI% HL_ GVTTLI LIGS),
Wsirgser ISBWTS B BLILINSS &HMISB|DS. LITeNT 6UMT(H) HIL_%E&LD BV, GlsTeremerGis
Cleriflevrs 2 arend). LGeuLD GISTL_BIGLD wpeTGLI 106wl GlLiuiuith eumuiisnLs GLosmisenlssr
YWFQY (LPSVLD  LIPBIGTVSG SLOPTHOT YWBSBBESTT. HTVESIDGHDLI  [B11/BI60VENENT
LIUISSTLI(DSGS] SH6Tewl s FbHBeoTionds LITUIES] aileuFmuitd GCIFuIGeori. 6T6oTGe), FBISS HLOUP
Bvsslwid 2 pellst Fpriswiiuh  ellsuFruigslor ApLiewuuid  allounflssng).  srerGsy,
B)ssL Bewg ) BIVEBWEHV lleuFmuih LDl FresTmsenen oflans&BeusD& (b
9y ti16m6) GLOM GBI B DS/.

Wp&EEW uTTSMSH6T. alleuFrwiid, SLOLD L0dHE6T, FBIS ()60 wLD.

(LPEITENIEHT

uenTewL ST  GunewasGur® ety euThs  surpailwenevd  FgS e @D
Qevsslwmisst  Lullig  Casrfly  upPln  GDILySeT  alleTEHEHITSS  BHbHSGIGTETET.
O HBTVSB6V 2_LpeuiTHsiT CeuaTTesdT ThHSMT eTOTLILIL L T, jeUTHargl IigLiLent _&6ls Ty
Lullig65Tiflemev ibLilsaTHg) Hevev ailewearailswearts GClLIHdhEGHaSTELD. Fhidk (B)6Vd s wBI%HerflsD
Geuermeri stedTm ClFTey, “CHTLTHEHLD 61(HGI CBTLflL CFiiwT CaTL afl(HBISL 65T CeuaTmenid
sleorm”  (ufl, ur. 20. 63 - 64) steor eu@md LMAUTL O Osafled sTHGSTOTLILIL (HETET).
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CQurgleurssd CsresTUUWT STVHOSTL BISIF FBIGSTOD, FhISWHIlW SHTEVD (Lpigul
GouerTenTemin 6T6TENIEH OGlFTEL GClLHIbLTETeW “2 _Fall” stern GlumTmeflspb FmiLiTeiTenio
2 1pay506laTIfleL eTearm CUTHafled eIl Rsitargl. HPlalwisd CrTaalsy GouarTenrsnLo
6T6dTD GlFTeL LIuNT GCIFIUISHEV, ST6VHEML_&H6IT UTTHSH6D, LOTLD QUETTSH6V, LO6dSH FUPSTWSSID LI
LweTu®LD speubleur @ Luilewrwid wHmID 2 ullTsemarud eueTidge0, GobTLdlLILIGTeN6sT, LIT6D
LIGisTem 6w 6T6dTLl LIsVGeum ClUT Hhewend s (HASleTmSI. (3)sVeVMe S0 @) (hhg C\%TesT(H GlLIT(Hemer
FL_(eug) all(BhSeTTd @ LD, HeVsveu hdh@GHh 2 _gall OFiieugsnHEswT@Lh. 2 geai ClFigse 6T6iTey)LD
Cumplemsv, puwPF eTeiTeId LieHTLlTHMIT Hewiobhgl HLSHHSTDGI. pwDF (B)sVeVTHeau6T
2 gall GFiiw ypHuBeug Cosrempuilsst ewasuilsh 2 arer eureTGLITEVL LIWSTHMHST LD 6T6dTLISST
BUTETD &% (HSHSHIHMNTS H(HHGHM6T T(HSGHIH FnMIBDGI. LIGTML GSHLOPT6T suTpallwienend
AsFAs@H Fhs Qedsdlwnisst uuwlisCsrflensvts upplw GFiiFsemerts LG
BlewevEeafled alleTHLTHESESHABBTDT. Fhis &TVSHSHD 2 Peydh6lsTifled o uili HrdELh
Qarfleorsts Curmpliul L gl H5605ThVIGEGHS CoHemeuwmrsr wreyd QuDmIF FAnbH
allermiglwg). CouemTedTeniod @ IqdHDHeTOTS Hewloeud) Blevpld B (K. @eummler &)ewwGu
2_ewreylIOLIT(HeTHafler Hbar@L. “o awrey starliLi(heugl Blevgs6sT@® HGr” (ym 18. 21)
sterm surflulledr epevid MlwievTib.
Blevliur@umr®

Gouerrewtewiy  GQFISNE Y LILHL TS Blovb. Yyblevddlewar @umnends
SewwlitinmGspu  bretaTs eusdsLLBSSI LWl B  surphseri HUlpT  sTTLMSI,
Qg revsTiLlwpd Fhis @)eV&HE W kIS ERHD 6T(hHH @wibyHermert. STHILD HTdH Frihs @)L wpLb
(LPEUEME, LOEMEVU|LD LOWEVFTThS @)L (pld GHWlehd, euwgId euweLFTIhS (P (IpLb LO(HSLD,
SLYID HL 6V FTTHS G)L (D GCBLIFHED 6TOHTLISWET, “(LpeVewsV GHMIEehdF (HBLD ClBUIHEV 6T6ITF
CFrevedls  ewpwiTe)  GFTVVaD UGG’ eTer  eu@Hd  OBTSTLLNIW g LHeiT
2 _WITHHIFSTOT. GHMEhdF] 6TTD eWeVU|D LEWVFTIHS BlVLILGsl, Wwewevs GCHmi L (b
WP OlweunHenm 2 6rerL_G&w sustTouam @)wensVFHL HSlITDEHI. (LPsVeMeD 6T SHT(HILD HT(H
FTThg BlVLILGHE STLBOL @uisnsv allardd] BH&leTn). euwisd euwed Frihs ()L omaslw
WL eTerLIg Couarmresnrewio @QuiswsvdsGMILLIHFSTDSE. HLID HL 6V FTihs @)L orslw
CBUISHED 6TedTLIGI LO6HT auem @)WieweD 2 ewiisgIHledTmgl. @erenmit Hnlailwisy sueriddwimsd
GuGsv gnmlw Brer@ Glum LNfleyseEnL_sir CouarTeTemliCLITHUNWIE), WenesT@)wisd 6TedTM
@)U Ufleysepd CoueTTadTeniowjsl HL_d&aldbdm DULIBSISTDT. 6TaT@al LTl g
ST CaTenTiyhhs BlolUTGUT(H DeUTHsT HTVSSL  aupmisi  CeusmTreasTewioL
UfleysGamiurlsnL allards @ euenasuilsy 6TWhsCHW T @D sTaTLSl GHDILILIL 5555

GOlepd Blvggill yeartlFil Blevsemssd “giLsweu” (gmib. 105) stedrmib, wrmisener
9|PS allewearBleVTasSLILBD YSlw Lardhens “@lens” (5. 394. 3) eredTmid, LILPEH LOWITEOT
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allewerBlevgens “wewsuerid” (Gmib. 105. 1) steormud GplSserT. pevswev BlevdBlev HMlFriids
FL_bs QILSewg “Clarevensd” (s, 89. 17) sTedrmild, OrBISH6T Blewevbs (LpsLsweVLILIEGSem il
“umey” (FAmy. 169) “srern” (Gmi. 21. 4) ereorp CQerpEenTepid GWIILN LTI, WHS
BlVLILGSH6eT Hipevf], LpeTD, euwed, GlFm eTedTn GFTHHOTTL GO (1L (HeTeTeyt.
@eummieir sLPlevf) eT6dTLIZI CFDHM SUWIEHEVWLD LILPESTLD 6T6dTLIGI CB6V suuwiewsVU|LD &M1& @HLD. Lb([HB
Blev aflewer BlevBisenar suwied sTearm ClFTLVTY GHMIGgHerT. ChHdn Pl %hHdbgI%ered(HbHg
9SSBTV LD S 66T BIOVLILITEHLITL L9 6»6T 69 (HeUT M M ieVTLD.
b Blemey

LullTRsTfIVIEE Blvsemws OSSH B euerd @)eTHWEDWITS STHSTDSHI. P(H
BTL_1g 63T eueT(IpLD BEVIPLD BT eUeTHenSHaHBHTTCL. 9w, B G)eVVTLO6V 2 _6V5 ()uidhsLd
WL OLDTH 6TedTLMS 6susiTEhoui eureadrdmliy HIETTIHHD LSHHS GHDLLTHS6TV
alleTd&ldh g PleTerTi. 2 6Tey, 2 oL, 2 DUl & (LPSTMHEIET (LPSF6ITEWLOWITEIT S
2_ewTeY, 9(6U6eYeMTRYLICILIT(HETHEWET 2 6WTL TdhEHeUBHTL TN EHSHEHEE R 2 TeuTHeayLD
S|ewweug HGOr. U@meuld OGFTLBIGD et wewy Gluiuyb eumiiiflener Ggsgglesr
QussHmBHH  Caravt(h)  PliHserT.  YMHCHEHUS S uullis  CsTiHlivsemer
IWHGHIH0GTeTeuT. @)FHewer “ustor 2 wiflener leriflefl alloTdssggiF GlFsLMLY
Qussn srawin” (pn. 44. 10 - 11) ereremid pHPlewent igmHemmed HPlwevmd.  GHmlephd
Blevgglev wewevullesflermid af Wi YHallwyd, wewsvulled YewHH SHewerwid, &mlepdullesr
Quinens BiBleme o) @L. Hewearh Hd LWiliGESTLeYIdEHLI LIW6TLIL L & 6TETLIENS,

enwu® AsvbLiler meuerid aflsd mailullsr aflenerd @i (Gm.371, 1—2)

I HBVeumIll ewuehgreneTs Luilir “srevwmriiu (BH.5.2)
6TedTn UTL 6V eufldselT cpsvid HWlwevrid. &TeVGSINCHEHL BiBlewsvsener LiwieTL(hdbs L,
pewrd HAssaTrss Hhs  (Pewpuilsy urmiiFHud Ceuerrentewis CFUISETT 6TETLIENS
9 Wl&lesTGmTib.
2_peilws) yWenmser

2 peys OlaTiflemsy GumHOISTsTOUTT 2 Lpeud 6TTLILL L 6TT. 2 LpdhHeD 6T6dTLI|
@ ewLall_Tg wpwspb Cuiibpunfepwd &mlsE@h ClFTevevTELd. LPBHSLOILD ()60dd wing%sT
2 peys OClerifledlsit Gueirewiwenwiuyd, 2 peuflesr FHApliewuud eTHSFHwibLjeug GCumrev
QFIpedMEETUD HSDGL LweTLBHSSLIUL L HHaillsenerujd @eweu GGTLiuTer Lim
QFiglsewerujd allfloursds Fmmidlearper. 2 PEISTIL eTeiTLZ 2 (1psHev, 2 FLl(HBH6V, BT
UTIFRS, allewsddbse), SHaTEL RSV, HTHHD, Jmieuewl, USLILIHDHDHIHD 6T6orLILIGV
FnMISHETTII  HeDaugl. “9He0 2 (wausws alll. Y o2 wauls Cwed”  sTedTLg)
upGlwTl.@)ewryl @)sTm 2 eailwedlsT 9y LiLemL_Gs S50 TsH0 GUTHDLUILIHSISTDSI.
QIGRIUCETN
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gferTsd Blevsems 2 (1pgl UaTLBHSSIUS @)TOIWEDLOWITSHGI. 6Tes{leID s e6vtleiD
ALy suriibs gl 6THAN(HBV QY GHLD. aUWIVSEHS G QuDend 2 rid @)HeusTev, LuiliH6T H6dTS,
QUTTHG FHHTE ST IIBIGZET HeWL_SHFHSTDT. 291 | FFG5F| LOldd HTevlIBIGHENET 2 _6uTawm) LD
wesflpeflest 2 160 suedlemip GlLMIF MBI ST cLpsvid ClLMID YDHMeVTeL LIVCeum) Liswflsemears
CFIIG| HETEIHL W YWD [hL_1q 5% (B)6vflewLOUITS 61T LS HBT6IT.

B)pHBewWryTds @)mLiLcleuEL 6

aflflbsmel efps®d CeupL! 9z

9 fbsM&ETev BiiuG& Gwrm (U, Br. ur. 299)
eTedT) LITL 606D LiswEHeuswy GleustimLUlm @b Heui @M @by eui g Carud ClFspsHie
Cpsrugl, mieuswL.  iyhs Ung sSewevwllhgh eweuss flasrTemsy 2 g BTG
WSS G ailFld CUTETMS| 6TTUTT. HMiusHL (Piyhdb eueDSaflsD BeT(® FHL_ds@L
STHS6T 2 _1pey GFwwiiul B K1G usbsLlihElarmer. BTG LjewBu)eRTL H6T(HBH6IT
Ww&HE 2 Jrs  WrMSSTHT  @)GEH(HHend  (LPSTNIHDWEHTWSTTT YDHUSLTHL  Ligley
QFigeTenTi. @)Hemesr ChTdhds uweVEEHGE 2 Tl (h Couarranrenio GClFIUIGIGTETED LW WIS
Ggeflwevmib.
uullewris LTgISTSSH60

g CETeRT(h) Blevdhens 2 g LullHEG TOM By 2 b FHBHL CousnT(BID. S 60T
Uletr B uriidFsssv Ceusndr(b. @)ibepsiremmujd CFISTL WL Bp CuTHTE Blevbsn @ L
UTGISTLL W&aLD @)THWen OWITSE| G LD. (3)H6eW6rT 6u6iTEH6UIT,

erflggid BsTmre 61(Hall(HB6L HL_L_Lilesr

b Megid pesTmgeir sriiy (@.sr. 1038)
6TEITSHIMITIT.
BT LITi1ddrg60

BeTOF euwevseflsy LiFaueOTs BT Blewmbgh B)(HdHGOUY UTiIFSHT. B)Hener B
urhs QFmiaillsy (ymip 338. 2) erermy ympreprm GUIONOEDSI. euweOHEhdHE b iflewer
6TeleUT M| LITUIFFGUTT 6TEITLISEWIT LOGH T &HBT6hHF,

KT 50B6ua| b Blewrs6lsTparr

ur@FAsvibLyd llemeF Guihm&

Car® aupmigLd HsevmbLiluilh

HWEST WS auwie) Blewma @ Lo (gl &mr. 89 - 92)
AEIEICINMICEEN]
BTHYI BHS60

Lepem»m BeTMmTSH 2 it (HdboHener o), o rfll () B uriidsiitlupm euuisvseflsd
BTODISDET HSTDTS I RbS HHAUT eTOTLIDS,
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WP BT DWSSw CBHBTF CFmiallsy (L mLb.212)

Boml QFniaile proipy wwss (pH. 60.7)
6TETM LITL_6V14 56T ©_600TT &I LD
Sallyg Fr@Lig

FTGHUGSGLUUWSTUBHSSLILBLD  Blevssler Sallyr gdlallwsy wewmseaflsv  BTLD
allewaremeuliClLI(hdhs Ceuswt(hid. LIBTENL GBS @)evdESwTear LynBTeTHMleL g mriL(hib
QM SHSH SallrFFTrGuy  Ppeopedw  alleTdHGl  eumasulled  ewihgisTergl. GFrTLp
LOSTETRTTHIL Fl6iTarf] auaTeusHadTL LIT(HILD DYe T CLPEVBISIPTT 6TTEILD Ljeuevi. “ep(fLillg. Lilgujid
FYlLb stpsefllm yrd@ prd SlpCeaurCGuw” (ymib. 40) sterdam nf) surpsgisleTpmi. jerailsy
HHBIFIW FTGLULY BlVSSlV 2 WiThS 6T alleneTFFensVd: HTewT (Plybbgl 6TOTD GMILIenL
@ L@ allard G mai.
el TFFT @ Ly

@sitemmwr 2 _6VElV  eueTihgl euHLD Hesflwesllss CHemeusemerwd  FUPSTWS
Caemeusemaruld Blewmey GlFiiw Geuedrigul &L 6w  speubleuT(Houhdb@Gn 2 Mg T L.
3)5Csmaumswer  mlewmey OlFiiw  GeuerTeremiols  GUHLOGHET LOLIUNTFFT G LI D WL
Ulestupm Ceuswnrig g euflwib. @)FHerrsv Gouermewnt wohseaflsit suripey euertd GlLmid BT
BV GlLUMID. SOUTFTLTWETSSD HewWhs @ UTL D @)HHmHw  LeoLWliFFT@ Ly
wpewmenw L LTEHS GBI g mUug Apliurs P wESESST GLD.

&3 euwedledr 2_6iTer &g &L CUTLlaileT 2_siTer

WSITULPLD T SHBleT 2_6Ter pSlewraeT LmalleT 2_srer

uglu® s mgullest 2 sirer L suei @Lqullesr 2_erer

LogI6ueTLD o6V Gl mTeiTEhLD 6uassTE)L_63T Lsireni Gl meireu (L. Lirev.pr_ (B 21)

anevsaflsy 2 (1pg1  Glpevswsy  allswersGld 9GP Crrsslev Geum LLUMSL
vullirsemerujlp Gargev BT (B 2 peuismsst ealleweraildgIlt LIWET HVTLQTT. 6uUIsVH6N 6D
CBVFTGLLY, GCaTewsvsefley weTFFTGHUY, GCHTL L Bisafled ULWPFFTEGLILG, LTETToUI
Blevmisafley LerelaFiis uuiliFer@guy, of (s GCariLmisaflsd UL ihgh alleneruyd
STSPFFTGULG sTerlt LVGeum LWTFFTGUIYSHMeTEF GIFUIL| 2 LpeuisHer Liwesr Glummesti
6T6dTLIg) @)LILITL 6V & (.

&.10.129p10 prHmTenTiy GG SLAPSHHFHeD LUl TFFTGHULG Wpewm LlssTupHmLinl B
pewL(pewpuilsd @)Hbg UbSH eTeTUMS @UILITL VTY HMlwevmid. LeVLIUTFFT @ LI
wpewmenwt @esremmut CeuarTenTewio HMlailwis)ib euedlujmisgIHsTmI.
s1fle|l1 QU mergeflesT LiwiesT

GouerTesTemind S LICILIT(H6TH6T, HTVBWL & &HLflayll CILIT(HETHET, LITeHwTdh
&PleyIlLIT(heTHseT Yy SlweuHswmuyd LweyieTer suswsulled wrHm CeustT(Hb. () HedTT6L
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FODILIYDFSHDBmVs Cs® SallissliuBaugil T % euHaUTIl HTHdmlgl FTTLd
OB TIHlVSHET LY 2 edTL_TEHOLD eumIliL]sTargl. &leylIGluT Hewearll LwgieTer 6Ie»suilsd
wrHmieugled FRUL Ceuant(hb 6TedTLIg ST ST (B CeuarTenrento BiL LILTGLD. af (hakeflsv
FOWEHSLILL L 2 _emevgefled(Bbgl aulgsHsl6uND HupBT GlLm CeusTarorsw &ifleliGlLTHeT
udbsddleisier auwedsaflsy LUTBHE HbiEG BoLUGUDD CFh6mn wvulflesr BrHswM
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