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Abstract

The most important fundamental need of every human being is food. This basic need
differs in culture and tradition. This is because food plays a vital role in picturising the
historical circumstances of the individual man or society. In Tamil Literature, Sangam poems
have many glimpses based on food and show in a picturesque manner. The life of the people,
their connection with others, their charity, patronship and other features and virtues of life
are shown through the poems. Hence, this article aims to view the food culture of ancient
times through the evidence from Sangam Literature.
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2 6076y, 2 _6WL, 2 WML 1D BT 060 5%5 CH6WUSHEGBEINT (LPFH6ITWLD 6)LIM)/560T/)60T.
Y LNl G  CHWUBNITRT  ()ew6)  L06df)Gedfledr  LIHTLITG) — LODIYLD  HVTFFTTLEE60T
L9 L1160 _ufls) CoumyLiBIBIITDT. (QLbepssTaslesrarlf] sp(5 106G 6oTIeoT (QuisDLflswsoriyLh 9y6rsaTs/
BTVF G LpeWVUILD FDMYLILIDF G5 LpeRSVUILD 6T |G TH ML aply uyLh. 67 6levr6oflsl) )b epedrmyLd (%
60T 06O H6OT QYVVE| FAPHEBIO FlpeDVLI LIL LDLIIg LILIFI6D) APSH6ITWLOL] LI/BI5 T M) I6IT/D6IT.
YYIUDHUND FIBIF (Q)VSEBUISF FITITIYHNIOT UL Y5 HTVLEBOT 2_600T6Yd5 HEVIFFITTSH /60607

2 U161C% (3)% 5L BT CIBTs & BTN,

GDILYFEFTHSET. 2 Ty, FBI% @)eVSHE WD, 2 60TeYd HEVTFFTLD.

LPSITENIEH T
SLOIPLI LeRTUTL 19607 FTEMTLOTSHS HHUPLD FhisH @)VEHH WSSV HTERTUILIHLD 2 6wTey
FTihs OFUIFHT YEHETVSHMHT LTUTL WL & ST (R UL L SHOTES HeDLaIsHS
2 ewTr(pgdmgl. HTVHCSTMID SHLOlPCIwTIfluilsd Carerlw Fevsaslwmiseaflsy o ewrailsr
@ srlwenwirenio lEs GFefleuTs sTHGSHIMTSSLILL (H6TaTens (B)dHSHL_(RewT T TSNS
2_ewrailer @) st wenLowTenLo
2_GRTEIHVTED 2 _sworTeuTullHmi 6TedTLIGILD 2 6voTiq uiledl(hbgl 2 ewTey 2 (hHeurdull(hdaeVTLD.
QFrevsvemwliLileTLiy GBTahdlermed 2 s TaTUGCSH IJLYFCFTOMTS WA
2 L 6V BOWPDHDOUENISHE 2 wTeuTsL LweTU®ILD. &ehdl CBhruyDmeusnlds@ Lo(hbSTdH6LD
vweTu®&Engl. 2 uwli aurpusH&sS Caeweuwrer YhHDOVS S GuTEwHemar
2_ewrGleusim g misui (ST LIpSSHaIpdHs s, L. 17).
2 ey QaTHSCHTT 2_uili CaTHSCHTCr
2 _awrig (pSHEM ujewrailest Lilewsr_ib (mid., 18: 19-20)
2_ewrGlauetl L®Reug Blevs6sTH B Cr (ymib., 18: 21)
6TENILD 91qH6TT 2_ewTalledT (3)6T M Wiew oW TeD LOUTIEW VT 2_630T 1T &5 Gy 351657 M 63T,
2 _ewrallD@ euphisLiLL L GlLIwiassir
2 ewTT, 6UeVF, 2 Ty, PHOTD, YFTD, UG, @)ewr, YsTrLD, 2 ewm, 2ot 1D
sTeTLTOUDDD 2 ewtailedt CUWTHTTSL Lk Blaan(h) Fmmidarmgl. YIPHLD 6TedTm
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CFTELYID 2 ewTeweud &L 1y UHHWeV BT HTewrdHGmmrid. Y Lflipsd wyewr CrTewuis
$T5560lTTCe0 (HHGHI 6TewTayiD, 2 _aTewTliLI(HBH60leIT 2 6wT6ey 6TedTe D (J)6iTHeM6USHS T SH60l65T
@) sflwig) sTereid Gl TeTarLILI(HSISTMSI. (B)IDCLPEUSHBLI LISTL|S% EHLD 9B M & 6T6UT 6V,

allBbSI UDSSSTS HTEITL 6O FTaum

L ®HHOSaflgn b Geusnrsourh perm (FwmE@Gmeir, 82)

9 Slipdlgid bHp G aNCHFLD L6

fAnisena gjerrallw g p (FméE@mer, 64)
TR  GMeTHafley  BoTGHwITs FlLSsleTper.  Ulpsd  eTereid  ClFTLGOT(H
phnLYmLWE Sailpsh, aillp eeared  gru  SlpF QFrmassT  (F)Tenr(HId
I PLILITLHEDETW|LD (Pew MG 26T SGI0USTOUTLD 6TTMESIMGI SLOLPT 2_awT6.
L@ wmifl

DHDIESET B)BHESI TSI eTTDTELD,

CrrmHmIdE6T B)HdbS M TesT C\F TS BT S6HT
GWleuTsV Y 1phs FreT@mrerTuileni. GFsLeusHTL 2 wihEHTITUllenb LLVGeum| 6u6THISE6T
Cupmeurruileyid L etepid Liewfl F)suajsvslspisitar emesTouswIU|d @H CFIHHTHGLD
STeWLOU|eDL_WG). 2 WihGsTi STHEEHTT Ceaumiumiy Ty enaTeusnTub PoHhHeUTTII Qi
Blewevuilsd &mewTLFlsL @) riLiFullenesr ©ClepLosiT CHTLTHELD &(HBEVTLD.
EamrevsTiLluggev “% Ll meir”

spp Grlullest CxTHMFlewesr HMg6v eT6iTLIG) lFH6yLD 9flsTesrg. wesflger G mresrm)
Aev Y eT(hEEhsG G Ulsiteri. swgFemas Glwryl Casrearmlullhd@Hh. ewFems Glwmiflulled kb
e0lEeT 2 (Heurd CGuas Gwrlurs o B CUMISHCH LISTENTDHTENT(HSHTVLD Y alull(HHHs
g . Cuism Cuwrhlulledmbs eTipssI upsHEG GaTery] 9sublauipssl aupsHE FADbHaI
Qevsslwmissr  CaretmieusmH@ — (per  yewr(hdssT LD 2 (hewrGLmigull(hd@ L.
@evsaslwnisaflgsitear Gemmasener Blouiss CFIw ()eVdhaHauThIG6T 2 (HeuTHSull(Hhsd gn (HLD.
Seueurm  Caurerylw  BevbsamThiGeT HTVSBHTOTTID &L HEHTOTTID S HSHILIL,
eTehFwgley  (edrersTil  BPHLK  OCsTevsTiwid  etemid  CuiflevdsewTid.  9HEHTEOlV,
STeRTLIGILMID WPHsDELITHer, &mUGuTmer, o fhGlLurmer sTepid LUTGUITL (B Blewsvd e
& (HLIGCILIT (HET 6TOTLISEHTSH LD 2_60T6) |6HLDSITMS).

Cgiiaud 2 _ewTTGeu LOTLOXLD L|STLIEND

EFg) wrifler LGSQwT®H CS5Tewas@)

Ijsuauemns Limea|ib &mbGleusst Glomflu (Q\5mev.ClLT®er. 9&s., HIT. 17)
6TEILD DIGH6T AUMS BlVSSl6T HHLUGCILTHL HEHsT 2 _ewrey Glumid ApLiil gGFlewerrd
ST HFlTmest. HHLUCILTHLSHEHST @)renTLTid BleweoulldTs Tl HeWIOU|D 2 _6NTEUTETH)
BlvssM@  Blewd  wrMul L wwHSTng. — QupensGurgenwihs  surphensullenest
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CuneasTaTL. LYPHSLIPT 2 ewTa)b CFwmHenss SHeTenulleVTSSTUD (F)UIVLITETSHTHLD
QD ®H53-

@DIEhF BlevgFleL euT LD & HeT T 2 _anTey WeweY FTTHHBHTII HeWIHSHHI. LOeWeVUIl6D
allenaruild CUTHL Gewar HLILIGS] QUTLD LDEHEHET 2 NTLTT. (LPsLemeV BlevgHm & TGwimriler
2 ewralled &HTLige0 allsweruyd ULl ser I HCW @) (HHBHOT. UWVGHLHS 6uTLpelsnsst
UTPHS W(HS BlVGSHleri auwsvsaflsy allewarbgoaunhenn 2 TLaTT. &L DHLUMSHV eUTLDhHS
EBUISHED BlVGHaUT BLVeUTL LEeTHemeT all(HLOL] 2 L 6T, (peVswsvwid GHMlepFluyd Fflbs
LITeW6VBl6V D& 5 6ITI60T 2 6076 DjeUTHLD BleVID FTiTHBHeWLDHDHII.

FBISLD 6TEYILD GILITHSETEVLD

FBISHTOSMSL ClUTHHTVID 6TaTeVTID. JHMLG 6T HSH6GTemas WD CUTHDHS S
uSHILILUTL B YEHTVF  GUYemeD 2 6arargl 2 srareurCn  GsmHEmers  LeoliLi(hdbgiib
HEBTMTTIG WITHS BHlSpEldTmest. HLGLTHETVSFD Cxrerdlw LF6lerersr GLomasewTds @,
BTVSET Ul HBBTEV LdbEHafledT LISTLIT(HLD LIPdEHeULpd:SEBISEHLD &H6vflLoedfld M LIGSTL|% E1HLD
GeuafliiLiFlsiTm60T.

SLOTRID SOIUTETTID SWIp Brafsssred Slpiflesr Guengemowireb

eTRTERTDOM SLOP BITVS6T YPHHILIL L 6. TehFlw LML VBewens CHlqdh O\BT&HHSI%5

&T&H5 CeueT(BID 6T6ITD 6T6ITERILD 6T(PHSBLTH ClBTems HIreVH6T 2 (Heuruller. Fsmlds

FL_bS FhISH SRTILILTESEET 6T6VVTLD 6T (DS OB TENHHEMTSHH 6\ T (&S LILIL_ L 6.

T (HS 0B TemasLl uTLsvsafled LIeRTenL_d SO 9| r&FTHeflesr
GUTTSSMEIZEHATUJLD UHTWITH UIPEBIGLD 6UGTETETEWIOL LIGHTeHLIL|LD  LOM& Gl
waaflflesr wrewdleneruyd Fbhgk OCFualsg srearGoriflsr  @weysememuyid
WLHIHT  YSTOLUTIESBISMETWID YrTewtd  GQFiiglsenerud  euredrhHmids
@Dl SmaTwid Hemeugg) ESIPeUTLD. (). CLwid & FHFlrGsva, u. 13, 14)

SIp @wsdlw eureorHPley geiresflai @eveorssrit sevallullh FADHoHsTil,
gbpd  GQupm ellermidlw  FRISSETOGW CUTDHESTED eTHIMm 2 MISWTHS
S DVTWETCHT” ClFIFlHmeT D UFeVTHMIS GDILILEMETU|LD Hemaidhd] LOSILHPEVTLD.
(9. Qgowib & FHSrGsvasm, L. 59)

FBISHTVF GOl Carerhlu FevsaslwmiseEpd CFbewy CUHDemaUWITIIS SHlaLpHeTmevT.
@asasTevgHFlL  CararPlw  ClFsuailluisy  @evsalwnisarTar ol (HEH6lHTemasullspid LSS
uTl 14 eILD 2 _ewTey FTiihs OFiIFlBemar G WTHE &rent allwedFSTng).

LIPHSLOPT 2_6WTL_ _630TerdB6iT

FBIGSG SOIPT 2 T 2 ewreysemerts UDHY] BVEHEWBISHT 6T(HGEI69 T &% 65T 6.

yoliurL e mrevsst Siflpflet 2 ewret QuTr@GLsener upplw  CFiIFlSemer

@Fwurss SmaSlearmer. ufw  G@ewesmeaTu|D HeWI UMEBHMETU|LD  HlLPBIG,
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AUMBHMETU|LD LI UMEBEHMETULD Flevauensd OCEBTL oL semerujd Flewesr, ClBsv

WSO LIV 6UME 2 _6MTOYHM6NMU|LD DmeHTHMETULD L siTHemeTUlD 2 60T FHLOPIT

Qmullids@ eTerGUTIgewWHS CFSTL T CuTey 2 emreyll GlUT@HL Sewers Curmileri.

H6T UMEBEH6T, @)emHi, BIBIE, LUTVOELTHL 6T, HEhdl wWHeow 2 ewreysGerr(H

Bowpssl o _ewewauuid KLU YU B YwsdSlwd CQurfsgid LweTLBSS .

Slewent Blewevullsy QILID, () WSOlweuNeMDU|D 2 wTOUTHL LIWSTLHSIB6uTIT.

(s 2_ewrey, L. 7)
CuUITHBITHMICILIEDL_Ull6D LDEITETET HeTewedT BTly eUbH OILIT(HBMISHE 26T j6flHH HeiTewLD
allersa i (hsiTengi.

STl HIHBlw SiHEUI)D Lj@pdssleir

LUTTO|enT Gaueney Li(h@6TaTd 6Ty

sTifleit &L Gamripoaresr Gl Mm@ enm

oarifleiT 2am1flesT eumiiGleuiig) spHM)

IjWau Jjemeu (Lpeufl@euLd eTeufl Geur...

... preweu CGurdlw wpilwmr fd

aflreveresr BT HS Blred B eWLD Lj(1pds356V

& (Hewest sriguilssr OB

... 6TOVEWEVWLD @) TeyLb earesTBlsdTmI Lopmds) (Qur@BrrHmiitenL ., ur. 103-118)
LOGITEUT6IT 2_6uvT6Y 6l b (LpewMewuw B)LILITL 6V 91q&6iT 6T(HdEI6W T d>F]65T M 63T.
BBBIVSS TS 2_ewTepenm

wbBleVSSTHT 2 _ewraypewpullenerd Fbis @SS WE FTeTmiH6eTeTouL) (@)ouevsr
HTEMTVSGHID.  (PeVeWsV  Blev  dsafledt 2 ewrayupewm UDDIT G HDLTESTTHMICILIEDL
[BI6UEVSISBTD G

BB BIEGT6V LysmerL Lyeiler ojssreor

GMIHSTET aurdlest Gmer ailpd ClFsiTm

Yai @)ewri Counlens ef & evwrL_siTeor

UM UTeT L(pd& L1y (Qu@gbursrrHmiiuenL, ur. 192-195)
yewerts u, Gumerm eursfFwmred GFunutiul L CFrmid euswrullesr Wi CFidgi
(LpsVEMEV Bl6v L& &6 2 asTL_em oullewet Ml (LpLgHleSTM 1. Lo(HBHBI6V L& &H6T Cleusir GFmmHEm [
9|VAUGT HeVBHG 2 ewrL ClFiglulleneur,

IjswauliL wment Hff jwenev ClauasTCFTmI

FMOUSSH T eVaueT HVemalwr®h GumiGefT (FAnuresrrHmitinenL, ur. 194-195)

6TeWILD FAmLITesTTHMILILIENL_Uil6dT B1g HOTT6V M WIsVTLD.
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CBUIHD Bl WEHHNOT (PSHHTEMD 2 WTaUTSH LT HEWIDSIOBTDGHI. YUTeuT T LpLD
GYNGCHDHL Yeuisld 2 ewTey @)(HoHEGLD. ULl gaTiitrensy, srellflliybul 1qearsg 6lbiig%e0
BleV &HEB6T HL 6V @GImeilewear @GLTEH o euremiid SHeirewoullewerrjid suuwiedled &HmewriiBId
DL, LOUIIEN ST 26T LD (LPSH MW LOUIIENSITWLD HI6UEVF]ST MW LW WL,

&LV @)mailer @&®H SleTmiid

Qe Y ewLoLl L@ 2 (R (UL igeriiLimeney, uir. 63-64)
6T IIgHeTTeL WS CMTid. WBIGMIRTY UTwVBlVD Frihs stullpPlwi uHDBls
UL,

SETLOT O\FTemeVFHS HeTewarii Sibsb

wlewrayeir susdFAL L@ Leir Cemmriy

BeoT QewrTuilbm (RBiGBTH, uT. 1-3)
6TITLIGZET cLpeULD sTWHBIWTHEHESEH JeuUTHLD HWIOWSTONT eflds 2aeTHemarts LmHmlw
GDILILNen 6T & T 6w (LpLg H BT FI.
2_6WT6)Y&H HEVTEFFTILD

@svauripsewsuilesr LwGer allhbEHTIbL sTeoTml surphs Hlileit alfl(hnbE% LD
uewntL) GUTHMSHEHHSI.

B@)pHCsmioL] @)sveumripeu Clgsvevmid 6l HECHToL

Geuarremenio GFiigmH QuTHL® (SHab@Smer - 81)
2_eWT6Yd HVTFFTTdHMS 6T60TM)| & (HdE&HM EBHLD 6T(H 51T SHH TG

BT ig60 2 ewreyd S RUUTL eI CuUrdss suplweissendd 2 swraill L re) L (B

Gurgrgl, Ijsueysmrensy YemeTauhd LMD auflousnssemar QY rmilhdgl jeubHenmL

Qumsas Geusir@. @bHlweCu CBTMCHTESTS JHMWHIDGI. Jjsueumsuilev,

2_ewreyd Cahemauuilener plewmey Caiiw, Geuerressr Clgmifledlenesris ClLihd&HuGs Ambs

aulf) T TLIMSLI LIPHSLONDI [H65TE 20T bl (HbSeTT (SLOPT LIPS eupdsmiser, L1.10)
6TITLISZET cLpeVLD 2 ewrallesr CHemeuuilemesr Blouidasl G Geuerrenrenwullewesrd FAmLiLimaL
Guewflw  sflipflesr wrewrLieweruyd 2 ewrallspid sevrdFryd CurHMlw  LITBISleDeTW LD
SPlw Py ST ).
QBT LiLenr

2 awrey, 2 ewL, 2 empaillilb yHlwer wellgeaflsr glitemnL g CHmauserTs
YD SISTDET. YupHMIsTEpid 2 _wrey ReT] o uili @ Bébs Fuevrgl. RrHle| (pHe0 Hrmle|
o2 uilliser euswy 2 ewalleory 2 wilGrgl  sususmsuiley  Fmss ST 2 ewTeyLl
LweTurL gewer  @evsalwmissrauf yPlwalwsvdlearmgl. mbBlevl uT@EGUTL 19HEHHL
2 _6WT6Y (LPeOMU|LD Yunemm 2 avTeid pewmu(ld CeumiLiBsledim Herewioullenest ()5emeuif]
W FSTEmTLD.
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