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Abstract

The antiquity of Tamil is very much highlighted by the Tamil grammar texts and
Tamil literature. The statements like 'enpa’ ' enmanar pulavar' stated in “Tolkappium”
substantiates that Tamil has a rich and long literary tradition spanning many centuries. It is
significant that Tamil literature that rised now and then are not only for aesthetics but also
for human life. This can be evidenced from the Sangam period upto the modern literature.
From the sangam period, the customs and traditions of the people who lived in harmony with
nature and the social environment in which these literatures originated will be well known.
Many scholars took Tamil literature all over the world and the literature still stands as
evidence of the ancestral way of Tamil life. The food and the style they followed is also
familiarly seen in Tamil Literature. Hence, the article probes to know about the food habits
of our Tamil ancestors and sentiments through the literary works and critical studies.
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2 _0T6), 2_6WTH6Y, YLD, ClBTEML., LIHTL LOTHMYSHEV, Glg CUITIDLIGHED, FHeVBSET6D,
QU155 CHTIOLISY, [B6UNNT, GlHTVGVT, B EHFTMY, [BMSY, SLOUIT, 2_ Wi G)LIeoTIg T, 2_600TBIS,,
wpef IS uilii. HLOLPIIT ClBTevTewLOMILI 6T(HSSH/WILILISIT LD 3oV 56007 (3)6VS B ULIBIFH6NT. LIV BT
YT HBEBSHG WpedTGL SO BV SN uentd GlLDMBESS TOTLSDSS " OlsreVsmLiilun”
Immytd  “sreorLs”  “eTedILOGIT  LjsVeui  GLITSITD)  InMMYBET FTQITMIGHLD. HTVLD GHTMYLD
Coreartu Sl  QVSEBUIBIGET  HWVSETS L GUOOTH]  YeWey  UTLPS N5 /T6dT
BIVsFBwsISaTTSY D B BBESM  GMPSELSSEES. FBIG BTV OIGTL BB (3)%HHBTEV
B)VSBWBISOT uswT B)EDSF FTOTH HTL L 6VUTLD. FBIG HTevd G)SmL (B QuipensCuimr
B)WRTBES|  YBUPLd  LDEPLD  UTLPIIY  GIIT(HTTSES — CIBTeoT(h)  UTLPES L0 60T
LIPS B, UPSHBLT,  LISHTLIT(HFHD6N, Yl VSBUIBIST CHTOTHI FAPHSE  SHLPeD6V YLl
THIUTUI Q5SS B)o1allevssluiBIserlsr LsTure B FApriilewer Gwswsv pri L plepi
wIr%ew wpsVsvi Gurerm GLITMmysus) GlsTenTl) YmeVrd. osofl%iser SLOpn 116dTLITL 691
2_VHGUOVSVITLD Gl TeodT(h) GIFsVsV, (B)6VsSHIBISEIT (LpsIT GEOTITIT 61 60T UMTLPaUISD (LpsMSBEI55 S
FITeTRY HTL LG (Q)TDETEYLD [BIDBIITDT. Y&iUewHUND (Vs 1BISeT L] ymlutsvrgLd pLb
UpATCRTTI BT 2_600T6) (LPsNMHET SHMGHILD YHIV 2a1(BliB6d] BID@GHLD 2 60T alewedrisih
THISSIPTLILISTS (3551 (DT YD LOFIOTDS.

FmeyFQFTMH&6T. S0 @)eV& WD, 2 _63T6), 2T 6.

pSTERIDT

weflgesfledt jiglitiewL 2 flewioder 6T M FnMLILIBEUST CLPETH]. 2_6WTERT 2 _6WT6Y,
2 Hds 2 L, @) HHs @)Ul L. @)semet HeTCM el GLogeme,

IMOweTlIL(Baug wrtlgerds CsL Lisir

woeur FlgICsH6T wesren)ullid6lEH60eVT LD

2_GWTIqU|LD 2 _EDL_W|LD 2_EHDMU|EHLD jV6VGI HHTL Bl6D (LoewfGosemev, 25: 228-230)
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eTear 2_ewreuaflliLiens euTpallis) HMTES pSHafleweliLBSSHISIDGI. BP0 PpsHedled ClLMIaIZ
@b Gumieug o ewrey. o uilflarsgler Waalwwrear GCxemen o ewre. HeunHDleID
Y CTTEHAWILDTET 2_aT6). 9H5HMSH I 2_awTeHewer 2 6wl (h UTLPHSHIL 6T “Claev all(mhbGsHTibLil
oum allphdlemer Curahdl” (GHmsir 86) BIDH@GL Il WwHHemar (B)e0dhdWBISHsT ufl
Pl puySleTmer.  @eweu  Flpiseflest  ueTUTL (HF  FApliler  SewLwreTTS
allarmi @ edTmesr
2_6WIeLD 2_6UTir6)LD
2 ewTald 2 ewTiab LIl euTpais) (P&l UBIGTHMISISTDRT. w5 SHalliTsHs
QUTLPHEMSE (J)VMEVWITID. HBHMAT YT BIS. FLUWHLIWIT STH| VSIS FIDITTUISY (3)F/BI%S6IT
OB TETeWH ST 6TEILD L|5HDHH5H6V,
o ewiiddl, o ewriey erTD @ OFTHseEnd  @evsslwg  Slpermiiallsy
vweTU(BSSLILIHESTD 6. sTevsfignid @)eweu @) reavrigD@ Fmp CeumiLirBEH6T 2 _6iremeut.
Qreaw@®in CeausiGam usTUlenars C&ETETHTTSTES Fnmieui. @)6TLID, FHISTLILD
@eumenm 9 Pley Frihs Blewevullsd o MTLTEHGD HHSH 2 ewriey eTermi GlLwWIT.
&T1He, CFrad, Cxsrub, sumey YWHdweaupemrn Giur’ ® eugailsy STl (Beug)
2 ewrigflwur@d. 2 ewriey Plaflesr grinenLulley o ewrL_Teug). @)% LeTSS6T
QFwev. o ewridgd ereiTug Levsitsafledr euyfl Geuaflliu@d GuuiiLrG\s6r Iy @Lb.
2 ewrirey Gauafluile GsMaglvenev. 2_awridflepw 2 L 6O sriigail@ib. (u. 103)
2 ewreyL e GhpmSW T Ty WgH @euayewrioyd o ewriddujb. 2 ewTey 6TeTLIg)
ILiLewL CHemel. BV 2 aTamIhev 6T6dTLIg| L (HLO6V6VTLO6Y, 2 ewTallstT auLfl, e evwTey
96efl5 56061 auLfloyeir), LITFLD, &HHewewt, wevfls GBI, aumenty, GlFbewL, eIV, 2 M6y
Guibur@®  eTert L 2 ewIieyser 2 eTerL k%  @pLiLens  @)euallevd s wisbiseir
T(WSH15STL_HFloTper. eweu  allhGsTibuTs GCuUrHDLLL L ewgujb, LiLeTUT®
@)sitmereyb HLF QuDBHLILSewTW D (B)sVdh e WBIS6T auLfl 9 mlulLpLyssledTm 6.
Umipevd Cuemilb & memsvor
2 L 6DId@E HVGVET LILGGHD 2 6NTe Henend Fenldhsgld STeild 2 ar® Limhdb@L
aupmIEW LITLIEY SH6TesTeVId &H(HBHTE LIMT BV H(HGID Heveyiewriey Gobiil’ L Lodaener
FBIS (3)VHHWIBISET (LPSHEVTET B)60dBNWIBISH6T 6T (h G155 ML (h 63T M 63T
phMlewesiiLrL_Gevretn @)railsy afl 19H@ auhewds Shb afl (HbSeor(Hd @, Obuiu)L_6dT
Fnlql OETPLIL| 2 DL W 2D ETEF FEMLOSHHIS HHD Hewsvallewid &L (HaSImgI
sTe0ed] % Hev Glews el HHESD G
Slerir @ewip Memeu! Qb1 HipHSI
9L efleri earer yibLem&seTHHS G\BHM)
fm miewTusveilwi QuTYlss
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GSDIBML_5 Fn L 1d CeuaistHCeurSy (BhHmlemesr, 41)
eTedTLIg QLILTL V. @TailedT ST eubH BHsLeV LSHewpujenl i allHbsleri 2 erestGeaussrig
il erreu el Hd GETallw SMFMWF FMEHSSTV Ljewds LIgbs 6lbmH M ullesrsssr
APl miewentlin usveuTw elwieweupi CsTeaTHICLUDDS SHewevallewuws @)ILITL 6D & 6T (LpssT
BSSHEMG. @rGeur, usBeor uiey OClaTerarTgl sTLUOLTWSHID SBISewers Csplg
aumGeurflesr  ufl Fid@b, Yy o I GopPwrs 2 avraillsnear eflsgl,2 arwmlHag
uAwrHmid UeTewL  Wdseflesr LIpigierud Qurmm SHeT gGedTuld HHBST LisTLemevTds,
& (HEWENT | BT Teweu @)ILITL 6V Gl&Hmewt(h) Ml (1pLgsledTmg .

PDDISHLOL|ERTIT 6]

USIMHMILILIGS6V &TERTEVT & LD,

2_awridleir HerGer! 9B LlesT GFrCm!

apls oMl esHpdler LpsCs!

QUHBITSHE auewrwTgl Curevmsan Ggefliriiu (ugbmitiugg, 18)
6TedTn  UTL 6V  aulfl QS  Fnhsews o ewLw  allpedlwCr!  seremer 2 ewrfrms,
CarhewmIFFenwiTrms, SlestentiiL@D 20T HPlewwt HYMILILTTTS, SPlUenHHmT 2 ewevuilsD
TOMISTTITS QUHSHEUTSHEHSOIHVVTID OTHGI LITTSSTION 6ULPHIGBIGET. HBHLIL DLOTTH
@) HHHL_(HID 6TAT 2_WTOIHIT PEITM| Fn g F FEDLDSHFHIH2_MTL MG U|LD, FnlqdhoHefldHg 2 evwr(h
LE P PHMIEHLD 2 ewTieyld 6ubGHTTdh6lH6VEVTID 6umifl euLphHIELD eueTpld s TewL WjesTi6YLD
CGsummid) @) mbsemLoenuws MlulplyHleTmF.

2 L6V aUMMHSHISHE THD 2 auTemed FeOdhSl UbHSSHIL 6T U6 eTenalll LIT@UT(h
T Lrgl UDmas@Gh supnid] eurphs wohHener @evsdlwniser sri(hdlearmer. CFrpml (B
wasefler Wi o evreurs CFrm @)BHHsms ‘9@ ler CFr@m” stedtugh &L _HFMSI.
BleVsSID@G eTHL CB6L euewa HTeRTLILIL (H6TOTET. LO(HHBIEV LdHEH6T 6lFHeHL GFTmiid,oemev
BleV & &HeT GlausnTElewTsy Garmid o ewr(hsTareri. @sewaruid LSIDHMILILISSH BailsESngi.
YSHICUTEV 2 L Vi@, 6us)GlLmID euewTewtid QL lgewmIdl 2 ewrewey CFTHMIL 63T HeVbGI
2 MWD LGEGUGSINE 2 ewrTeuTdhsl o enr(herereri. (Feweu L (HLOVEVTH SHlewewwT LOT
allpoLl 2 e 2 ewreurs @) (HhgI6Tengl. Heir af19D@ eubs all(hhIlerHEE Slewesriom
ooflsg  wEphgisTerari. @)a1 “Hiouewent’  sTer  YMWPSBLLIL(HeTerTl. ()95
BISTERTISTHSILL L oT6y 6TeiTLGTEY “GleTrlewest mieuswewt” (mmigmr., wr. 285)
sTTLILIL_(DeiTerg).

LILPBIG LD &1 LpMHIEHBEHLD (Pdhdslil 2 _ewTeyLl GILIT(HeTHaTTS () (HbSGI6TaTesT. (3616w MU Ld
SHTHIG6T WL (HLD 2 adr(H) EPTH LI e @ L LweTL{HLD 6USTERTLD LIT SIS TSHDId 61 b 6TaTesT.
@eweu  auflFRlFLCouT(hdh @G semarlienuls  Curssl LweTul (HeTerer.“Gaher  Blewmbh
WLewL CGUTeTD auigeauld 2 ewL Wl (PGl HE LIGVT LIPHBIGHET 2_6WTeUTHSIU|6TET6 6T60T LIS 6L
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ugldmItiuggl FmISDEH. THS @M OFwsd UPHmsGUUWISTUBISTS S ewLOLILIG]
slpiseflet geflFfApliy. o ewmeylCluT®meEpd HsHEG olFalvsssen. 6L Luilf@BD
Blevsslev UTHIGTULIDETHS HHLlewer Ceausdlwrs Hewwsgisterart. efl 14m@ eu(HLD
allmhslerhs@ by  Carmiid,sHLLEhFTHID  CaThSgleTarenri. SHmbUler  FHepFrm
allpolefi Wenallesr (G, ur. 259-263) ereriGLIHLOLITEBTTHMILILIEHL LITL 6D Fnmicug]
CBTEHESHHBS].
FLOS S ©_GRTTEY

6Thp 2 _ewTeweuW|ld ST6T WL (HID 2 RTEWID LIPSSLMHDEUTHET BLD (LpedTCevrTi sl
W& 6T WL (HLOSTY] BTLTEHLD LOGTEITT%EHLD SHeTewerrs Csplg aupLaUTEHeflT LFleww (Lpspedlsy
YDMILIITHETTS () (HHS(HHHSTDETT. el emwTalls)  LIT@ LTy eTm] STBIHET 2 6WTL
2 awreweuGw  uiTHEhbGHL HeflGs FdhgHleu 2 6TenGSNGL  @)VEE WbBIGET FTeTm)
usidlerper. HUOIPlL  eTUPHLILIL L. FWIOWED [TV  sp6OTENM AmurenTrHmItiLien L
GO G ST spuior BT (H BHeLeOWECHTL 6T LITewTi%Ehd @ all(hhgl LemL & @GELTd)
@)bs HTEOlL 2 6T6T (PEMMBET QULPEUT 6CUSHTEWILD (LPWMLILIG FEOLSSLILL L. 2 6WTen6l
O|6UTSHEHS @ all(HLoLIW euessTewTLD HTC6T j6aflSs TeiT sTOTHIMGI @) LILITL 6.

uellifl s&Femals L a&GLmedT Hest (1pedt

Liesfleuemy LTI LIGT LW HI6ssT LT (HeiT

ugnisusdleiT T L1 LIVGeum g Fl6v

eursTBIm aflsibLilesr CHmerLlssr @ Lphs

@)ermis gl pruilm eTeiTenIb CHTHMSSI

aflenii@ CUTHaHVSGS60 allpbLjeursr CLiest]

gpeorm ellpLiflesr gwesr Blesrmy eari” g (FApyriredsr., ir. 238-245)

weTerredT @rausveny o uFflas@G urk@ unpmls GOILURLGCUTg “bred @)sTs
cpmisledler Caremev o MGsTH CUITaTD YewLww 2 (Hhssd GFiigh UTDL AThs 6T(LHSSI
Gumedtm 6TpFFewU & ([HLD HeiTewerd ClBT(HSG). .. O L0 BF6ITEIT 6T(LHSHIUI [H]630TEW LOUIT6VT F6WLO LIV
GOlliIysepemLw Bredleflarmih euweurg Srer all(hoLd LLGaM 2 aTe oUsndHeerL
Qurmasemisefley Byl mbBs W@slsrn allHliugssTe0 HTCET BlTM| HIDEDLD D 6VoT6wTH
CFieuTedt” sTedTLILI @6t GUT(HETTGHD. LFWTD BTy 6ubH UTewTTHeMeT & H LG
ufullesr)l  eury  euerd  OHETHSHH  euerd  CBETHSSOLI(HHSOTEMWED WU,  LTHS
LeTLILITeTeNoen Wb &R ApurentTHmiliLienL eiTesrsir HeiTemariiGLTevGeu Lilmewruyid
& (HSILICLITHMILD 6TEWRTEWTLD Gl T6vT LY (5HHEWSH U LD 6T(HSGHIHHTL_(HSIMGI.
afl G HmibL|Z560

all(pbBHTIbLHL  eTedTLg — Hlpiseafler o ullih  uedTUTS  @)(HHIHIETOTS].
all(hH BT (hd & CHohFlewevuilsy alil(hhgl LIHL GG LOHPHIHIGTOTSTT. LIGTENL &b TV Lod D6 6dT
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2 _ewTeY UMEHEHET BHer, 6T, &lpBmIE@, CBULBMe), Gewmad, CBsy, cpmisley yflf, CFrmi,
ueor, o, yefl B, Gumri, o Liyds sewrLib, slewewr flF, eursflf, per®), jeusv, FeTH,
QUTEDLPLILILPLD, BIBIG, susiTaflsElpmiE” sTewr et ClFLSIMS) .

3)eWeu YWATSFHILD HBIHET 2 L 6V HVWIHHTS oL (HLosVeVTLoeV Lim (&L, euflbenL &
CFLVCauT(HBGHL Fnl  eunidsl Cuenflujsirar 2 erard FBlewmbs 6T 2 ewriallenenr,
CGurpmliiyrey seirewullener @evdsdlwmiseafled &mewr(piydlermer. LileswtluymHEmmidsends s
BH&HhS 2 WIWeU HeUTH6T 2 L VBV &(HF CaTHDHS5S H6Tewd, &LHWSHEHDHEH TMHM
2 _ewrey YjaflGHe0, LigeuayenTiglt LTTLiLeT WHGer staral(Hliu 2 _anrieweu &L BLILIBSSHID
QllTH2_eTOUTST LIlgauD 63Tly 6T 2 6076 (PEMMETERTLI LIV 2 6076 (LPEHMDEH6T LOGIT
2 _WITOYHEHID 2 L6V BUSSHIL D OCsTLTL ClBETewTIY(HhSMwenids GHnIbHoSTmS,
wpsvemeuiml_(H CuTeTy @)6VdhHwimISH6T gL (h 6T m 6ot
UThS LOGITE|ERTIT6)]

BleOWpLd BH(HLD (F)STHWHOWTHSI. BWTLI LITHISTLILE] B SLEOLD. 9H6M6IT
U glewewruileD,

BT )65 M S|EWLOWIT WITdH6eNDHE @, 6T6VVTLD

2 _awry CsrTHSCs i 2_uilir OlasTHSCsTCr

2 _awriy pSHED 2 ewraller Lilesor_Lb

2 _ewrey eTrLILI(Heugl BleVSCST®H BT

15 (HLD BlevenItd Ljewor1Guimi FFesoT(H)

2 1 ibyib 2 uflHd uewL_S3H CermrGyr (ymib., umr.18)
2 L iDL 2 ewTeuTe) YewiphG Lilewri b, o L 1bLiley 2 ulli @) HEH Ceusnr(hid 6THTMHTEL 2 _ewrey
Geuewt(hLb. BlV(UPLD B(HLD B)WENTHS o L RLICILIT(HST ST 2_HTEWILD 2_ewT6Y. HewTF CFidgI
WAUSSHT6V allewardaenevlt ClLIHEHHVTLD. eTadTGa, BlevdBleD BT HBIGILLY CFLOSGSH eweusbHeaur
2 Lellv o ullewrliLenL Gseur Queuri  eTedTMID LWL LIS  HL6YeTTeUTT  6TedTMILD
T(HSHSIWIHGHLD @QUILTL O 2 eTalledT (PHHWHHIUSMSUILD HBDOTLILITSEHTHS Seuewnriqul
HL_6DLOW|ERTTeM6uU|LD FL(HSIMGI.

wasrurrslt CurflearGurgy Guri efrisens@l Cumer,CFrm aflds suemsuilsd
“EQumerSFrmm o Flwep Garevrgesir’ eterm GFr weiredredt UL LD  GUDHDEwLDEDUI
STeWIDGUTS| WweTerefledt LThs WTULUTBINESU|D “2 ey 6&THSCHSTCr 2 ulili
CQBTHSCHTITHE  H(HFS]  UTPSSHID  LNTL  HHLLD  BlewM bS] (HHSHWLOEH ti|LD
@evsBlwmiser auyl HVWPLYHISTHT. 2 6V&lT YMID, RSB, GLOGTENLD WU EHGILD
2 erallGsv L BIsl @) HLiLewS SUlpiHeflet 2 ewTayll LWPEHS 6ULPGHHBIGEHD |H6» 6T
UIm s @d Clarhe g allmbGHmibL)b LenTLIg D S mlw (1pigsleTmeuT.

sl gy L @)eirLjef! GleuehCFmrm

L1560 105 5 1p 60 GLIs00y T LD LITTT S6W6TS5 5T LTGLITLD
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Gar CuefldF Asvausner 9uwGLTH

QLTI L1965 jswioeurtl Qumi@efi (Apyumesr., umr. 175-177)
eteoTn uTL 6V etwWllmPlwi eflss allBhslewers g mialngl. “stullpPlwrTs) Fewids i L
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