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Abstract

During Tolkappiyar’s lifetime, women were denied to various rights. Also, it can be
known through “Tholkappiyam ” that a morality for men and a morality level for women have
been followed. “Tholkappiyam” has laid down certain moral codes for the leader
(Thalaivan). The very chief among them is the chastity of the leader, celibacy etc. Denial of
rights such as not crossing the sea, climbing the mountain, and not speaking about one's
pride in front of the leader is also possibly seen in the work. To explore this, “Tholkappiyam”
has been chosen to decode how women are underprivileged of their basic rights.
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