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Abstract

The people of the Sangam period lived in peace and harmony with nature. They
composed songs based on the experience of life. It is based on the primary theme and the sub-
themes. The theme is the main subject of the poem that explains the main theme and also
serves as the medium for the development of the succeeding themes. Sangam Literature
reflects ancient Tamil society by portraying the social conditions of their time, the customs of
the Sangam people and the cultural norms of life as the poetic themes. It can be seen in all
the Sangam poems. Thus, the ancient Tamils sang their life in the collections Ten Idylls
(Pattupattu) and the Eight Anthologies (Ettuthogai). The study is based on the non-human life
as registered in the Sangam poetry. Nevertheless, this paper investigates the non-human
beings and the dignity of non-living beings as evidenced in the Sangam literature.
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